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Staff Picks: Books in our Library
Les filles du roi en Nouvelle-France by Silvio Dumas
Women — New France — Biography.
Canada — History — To 1763 (New France)
Canada — Emigration and immigration.

King’s Daughthers and Founding Mothers: The Filles du Roi, 1663-
1673 by Peter J. Gagné

A groundbreaking biographical dictionary of the nearly 800 women and girls sent from
France to populate Québec between 1663 and 1673. The introduction explains the need for

the program, compares it to similar iniatives by the English and the Spanish, dispels
misconceptions about the Filles du Roi and gives a history of the program in Canada. After

defining who can be considered a Filles du Roi this work presents comprehensive
biographies of all the ‘King’s Daughters’ including a wealth of information never before

available in English. This 2 volume set also included biographies of women falsely
identified as Filles du roi, a glossary, a thematic index and an index of husbands.

Grouard-Peace River Trail par E. William Marx

An overview of the Grouard-Peace River Trail, including descriptions and maps of the
Cree War Trail, the fur traders who traveled along it between 1792 and 1821, the Lesser
Slave Lake portage trail between 1822 and 1878, the main Grouard-Peace River Road,
and much more.

Clearing the Plains: Disease, Politics of Starvation and the Loss of
Aboriginal Life par James Daschuk

By revealing how Canada’s first prime minister employed a policy of starvation against
Indigenous peoples to pave the way for colonization, the multi-award-winning book
*Clearing the Plains* has sparked a wide-ranging debate on genocide in Canada. In
gripping yet poignant prose, James Daschuk examines the role that diseases brought from
the Old World, the climate, and—most disturbingly—Canadian policy—the policy of
ethnocide—played in the deaths and enslavement of thousands of Indigenous people during
the realization of Sir John A. Macdonald’s “national dream.”
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'Buffalo!' The old horseman struggled to his feet and boldly began his toast with glass held high,
his weather-worn visage conspicuous in the room full of young men. Then 'BUFFALO,' this time
more quietly. Then, after a long pause, 'buffalo,' almost in a whisper..."
Thus Garrett Wilson introduces his epic account of the 1870s, a decade that saw unprecedented
changes come to the Great Plains of North America: famine, fire, and pestilence--the disappearance
of the buffalo--the last stand of the Sioux and the Metis--the Boundary Survey and the "March
West" of the North-West Mounted Police--men like Dumont, Walsh, Macleod, and Sitting Bull--all
encompassed within a brief 10 years, which saw the disappearance of the Old West, and the birth of
a new society.
Told with wit, sensitivity, and panache, Frontier Farewell explodes old myths and brings new
perspectives to this pivotal era in the development of the North American West.
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Horses, Harness and Homesteads : The History of Draft

Horses in Saskatchewan  par Merlin D. Ford
Horses, Harnesses, and Farms is both a photo album and a study. A photo album featuring
historical photographs from the archives of Saskatchewan families whose grandparents
were among the first to cultivate the province’s fertile lands; a study of the important role
played by Saskatchewan horse breeders, who supplied the Belgian, Clydesdale, and
Percheron horses essential to the operation of the province’s early farms.

Frontier farewell: The 1870s and the End of the Old
West par Garrett Wilson

General Stores of Canada: Merchants and Memories
par R.B. Fleming

Filled to the brim with groceries and clothing, these stores had much more to offer. They were the
heart of the community, where people told stories, exchanged news and advice, and even borrowed
money from one another. In General Stores of Canada: Merchants and Memories, R.B. Fleming
explores our relationship with the general store, which was once an institution at the heart of every
Canadian town. In fact, many towns—including Quebec City and Vancouver—were founded
around a general store. The book explores the eclectic architecture of general stores and delves into
their history, from the bartering of butter and eggs to the occasional murder.
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